Appendix: Materials for Experiments 1 and 2

1 Experiment 1

The sixteen sentences below illustrate the “overt subject, adverbial” condition, taking the verb
shefd “try” as an example. The other three conditions can be constructed by removing the adverbial
phrases (bolded) and/or embedded cpro subjects (underlined).

Glosses used: 3SG: third person singular pronoun, CLF: classifier; DE: the particle de, PL:
plural men

Note that cpro is translated here as an adjunct phrase “by himself/herself” instead of as a subject
NP, for idiomaticity. The pronoun # #a is translated as “him”.

(1) a BIANTRARXRZETFEIMNIERE—PIABRAEBLKE -

Zhe ge shiweizhé  shefd xiawld  jingwei-men jiaoban shi ta y1 ge
this CLF demonstrator try afternoon guard-PL change.duty time 3SG one CLF
rén  hunru guohui-dasha.
person sneak.into parliament-building
“This demonstrator tried to sneak into the parliament building by himself when the
guards were changing shift in the afternoon.’

b, BARERERRER—DPARFEEL.
Zhe ge cike  shefiye shemhou ta yi ge rén  cisha guéwang.
this CLF assassin try  night dark after 3SG one CLF person assassinate king

“This assassin tried to assassinate the king by himself after night fell.’
c. EAGPEERZXFRE - MAKRELKT
Zhe ge bangféi shefibangwinshiféenta yi ge rén  bingzduni
this CLF kidnapper try evening time 3SG one CLF person kidnap female
geshou.
singer

“This kidnapper tried to kidnap the female singer by himself in the evening.’

d. BEMFREAENZMNERA—MAKD EREG T
Zhe ming shinii shefi zai gongzhii-men huildi qian ta yi ge rén  zhiohui
this CLF maid try at princess-PL  return before 3SG one CLF person find
diushi de shoushi.
lost DE jewelry

“This maid tried to find the missing jewelry by herself before the princesses returned.’
e. RLENKRERZBABH—-DMABAEE LI .

Zhe ming wodi shefa tianhei ythouta yi ge rén  gidnru  dijin

this CLF spy try sky dark after 3SG one CLF person infiltrate enemy

zOngbu.

headquarters

“This spy tried to infiltrate the enemy headquarters by himself after night fell.”
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R G R E KRR R i — AR XA

Zhe ming tdjiduiyudn shefa banye shifenta y1 ge rén  jiucha zhe qin
this CLF commando try midnight time 3SG one CLF person rescue this group
rénzhi.

hostage

‘This commando tried to rescue these hostages by himself at midnight.’

X G R E T A B — A A ADE A

Zhe ming jiandié shefd xiawld  san hui hou ta y1i ge rén  touzdu
this CLF spy try afternoon end meeting after 3SG one CLF person steal
jimi  wénjian.

secret document

“This spy tried to steal the secret documents by himself after the meeting ended in the
afternoon.’

XL B R E B W b — AN ANARARAT S

Zhe ming héike shefa zhouliu wanshangta yi ge rén  rugin yinhdng
this CLF hacker try = Saturday night 3SG one CLF person attack bank
wangzhan.

website

“This hacker tried to attack the bank website by himself on Saturday night.’

B HRARZE-AEZR AR DA T RIZAIES

Zhe ming qingbao  rényudn shefayl ge xingqinei ta y1 ge rén
this CLF intelligence staff ~ try one CLF week within 3SG one CLF person
wanchéng zhe xiang renwl.

finish this CLF  mission

“This intelligence agent tried to finish this mission by himself in a week.’
RGP F FAREF RS — DA S HHE @ E

Zhe ming tdnpan zhuanjia shefa qingchén shifenta yi ge rén  yu
this CLF negotiation expert try dawn time 3SG one CLF person with
J1éjizhé tongdianhua.

plane.hijacker have.phone.conversation

“This negotiator tried to speak with the plane hijackers by himself at dawn.’
RETRRETHFRENFEERB—AAGHES

Zhe ming shibing shefd xiawd  zhdngguan-men bu zhuyi shi ta yi
this CLF soldier try afternoon officer-PL not pay.attention when 3SG one
ge rén  lio-chu yingfing.

CLF person slip-out barracks

“This soldier tried to slip out of the barracks by himself when the officers were not

paying attention in the afternoon.’
BREWERFAEFT A BHHASI Ao —MAFR ER -



Zhe ming beigao shefa zai jingfang facha jubu-ling zhigianta y1 ge
this CLF accused try at police release arrest-warrant before 3SG one CLF
rén  qidntdochijing.

person flee.country

“This accused tried to flee the country by himself before the police released the warrant

of arrest.’

m. BEANEFREREAB—DAIRNESE TRk
Zhe ge junguan shefd tian héi yihouta yi ge rén  céng zhanfu-ying
this CLF army.officer try  sky dark after 3SG one CLF person from POW-camp
zhong tdochilai.
inside escape

‘This army officer tried to escape from the POW camp by himself after it got dark.’
n. XA EALERIE R R — AR

Zhe ge qidfan shefd tian liang qian ta y1 ge rén  yueyu

this CLF criminal try  sky bright before 3SG one CLF person escape.from.prison

tdozou.

flee

“This criminal tried to escape from prison before daybreak.’

0. MM EBEERRAFHE-—PABMERXESL S .
Zhe ge xidotou shefd ye-shén-rén-jing shi ta y1 ge rén  touzou zhe
this CLF thief try night-deep-people-quiet time 3SG one CLF person steal this
fi  minghua.
CLF famous.painting

“This thief tried to steal this famous painting by himself when it was all quiet at night.’
p.  EAGRREFRE M —DMAREF G AT -

Zhe ge qiezéi shefa wiye  shifenta y1 ge rén  tdochu julid-sud.

this CLF burglar try midnight time 3SG one CLF person escape detention-center

“This burglar tried to escape from the detention center by himself at midnight.’

Verbs were each paired with four frames, as listed below:

o ATH ddsuan “plan,” 7+ R jihua “plan”: frames a-d

o % zhiinbéi “try,” %X chdngshi “try”: e-h

o Rk shefd “try) & B giti “try”: i-1

o A & youyi “intend,” K& shitii “try”: m-p

Adverbials used:

* Clause-like: a,b,d, e, g, k,1, m, n

» Simple: ¢, f, h, 1, ], p, 0 (note: o is an idiom, and so even though it ostensibly has clause-like
syntax, it is classified as a simple adverbial)
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2 Experiment 2

The sixteen sentences below illustrate the “belief verb, overt subject” condition, taking the verb
renwéi “think” as an example. The other three conditions can be constructed by removing the
embedded cpro subject (underlined) and/or replacing the main verb (bolded) with a control verb.
The modal auxiliary kéyi “‘can” is also removed, when the main verb is a control verb.

2) a BTATREIATFEIZNZIERE—PAATARABLEKE .

Zhe ge shiw@izhé renwéi xiawl  jingwei-men jiaoban shi ta y1 ge
this CLF demonstrator think afternoon guard-PL  change.duty time 3SG one CLF
rén  kéyi hunru guohui-dasha.

person can sneak.into parliament-building

“This demonstrator thought he alone could sneak into the parliament building when
the guards were changing shift in the afternoon.’

b. BEARBFAARRBE—ADATARAERZE .
Zhe ge cike  renwéiye shénhou ta y1 ge rén  kéyi cisha
this CLF assassin think night dark after 3SG one CLF person can assassinate
guéwang.
king
“This assassin thought he alone could assassinate the king after night fell.’

c. IEAGPEIAAFIE g —ASAG R LT
Zhe ge bdngféi renwéi bangwdn shifenta y1i ge rén  kéyi bangzou
this CLF kidnapper think evening time 3SG one CLF person can kidnap
nii g€shou.
female singer

“This kidnapper thought he alone could kidnap the female singer in the evening.’
d. ZLHFLIRA LA ZMNERATE—DPAKD £ X E -

Zhe ming shinil rénwéi zai gongzhli-men huildi qidn ta yi ge rén  kéyi

this CLF maid think at princess-PL return before 3SG one CLF person can

zhdo hui diusht de shoushi.

find lost DE  jewelry

“This maid thought she alone could find the missing jewelry before the princesses
returned.’

e. WLENKRIAARZABH—ANATABAKE L .
Zhe ming wodi renwéi tian heéi ythouta y1 ge rén  kéyiqidnru dijin
this CLF spy think sky dark after 3SG one CLF person can infiltrate enemy
zOngbu.
headquarters

“This spy thought he alone could infiltrate the enemy headquarters after night fell.’
f. XL REFRTIAAFRET 5 M— DT ARG ZBEAN -



Zhe ming tdjiduiyudn rénwéi banye  shifenta y1 ge rén  kéyi jiticho zhe
this CLF commando think midnight time 3SG one CLF person can rescue this
qun rénzhi.
group hostage

‘This commando thought he alone could rescue these hostages at midnight.’
L A EINA T F ke )a te— AT A AR U -

Zhe ming jiandié renwéi xiawli  san hui hou ta yI ge rén  kéyi
this CLF spy  think afternoon end meeting after 3SG one CLF person can
touzou jimi  wénjian.

steal secret document

‘This spy thought he alone could steal the secret documents after the meeting ended
in the afternoon.’

XL B EAINA B S B — AN ANAZRAT R 56 .

Zhe ming héike renwéi zhoulit wanshangtda y1 ge rén  keyi rugin
this CLF hacker think Saturday night 3SG one CLF person can attack
yinhdng wangzhan.

bank  website

“This hacker thought he alone could attack the bank website on Saturday night.’
BEFRARAA—AERAR—ADAATATRZRES -

Zhe ming qingbao  rényudn réenwéiyt ge xingqinei ta y1i ge rén
this CLF intelligence staff ~ think one CLF week within 3SG one CLF person
kéyi wanchéng zhe xiang rénwu.

can finish this mission

“This intelligence agent thought he alone could finish this mission in a week.’
G H T FRAF R — DT A G S Uk @ bt .

Zhe ming tdnpan zhuanjia renwéi qingchén shifenta y1 ge rén  kéyi
this CLF negotiation expert think dawn  time 3SG one CLF person can
yu jiéjizhé tongdianhua.

with plane.hijacker have.phone.conversation

“This negotiator thought he alone could speak with the plane hijackers at dawn.’
RELELETERNATFRENATEZEFE—AATRE LT 5 .

Zhe ming shibing renwéi xiawli  zhdngguan-men bu zhuyi shi ta y1
this CLF soldier think afternoon officer-PL not pay.attention when 3SG one
ge rén  kéyi liu-chu yingfing.

CLF person can slip-out barracks

“This soldier thought he alone could slip out of the barracks when the officers were

not paying attention in the afternoon.’
BREWENALET X BHHA I —MAT AR L B -



Zhe ming beigao renwéi zai jingfang fachi  jubu-ling zhigidnta y1 ge
this CLF accused think at police release arrest-warrant before 3SG one CLF
rén  kéyi qidntdochijing.

person can flee.country

“This accused thought he alone could flee the country before the police released the
warrant of arrest.’

m. BEANEFTUAAREZAB—DMAT ARG ET PR B k-
Zhe ge jonguan  renwéitian heéi ythouta yi ge rén  kéyi cong
this CLF army.officer think sky dark after 3SG one CLF person can from
zhanfd-ying zhong tdochuldi.
POW-camp inside escape

‘This army officer thought he alone could escape from the POW camp after it got
dark’
n.  EZANEILIRA R R —ANATT AMBR L
Zhe ge qidfan renwéi tian liang qidn ta yI ge rén  kéyi
this CLF criminal think sky bright before 3SG one CLF person can
yueylu tdozou.
escape.from.prison flee

“This criminal thought he alone could escape from prison before daybreak.’

0. XAPMAABRRAFIAL—-DMATAMAZRL S .
Zheé ge xidotou renwéi ye-shén-rén-jing shi ta y1 ge rén  kéyi
this CLF thief think night-deep-people-quiet time 3SG one CLF person can
touzou zhe fi  minghua.
steal  this CLF famous.painting

“This thief thought he alone could steal this famous painting when it was all quiet at
night.’
b EAB MR R B A — A AT A S s 8
Zhe ge qiezéi renwéi wiye  shifenta y1 ge rén  kéyi tdochu
this CLF burglar think midnight time 3SG one CLF person can escape
julid-sud.
detention-center

“This burglar thought he alone could escape from the detention centre at midnight.’
Verbs were each paired with the frames as below:
o ATH ddsuan “plan,” T+ R jihua “plan,” ¥ shuo “say,” Ik A réenwéi “think”: frames a-d
o M & zhiinbei “try,” &K chdngshi “try,” T juédé “feel,” VA A yiwéi “falsely believe”: e-h
o Rk shefd “try,” & B giti “try,” &£ ¥ bicioming “make clear,” %78 zhidao “know”: i-1
o A & youyi “intend,” KB shiti “try,” 7 #& shéngchéng “claim,” & T bidoshi “say”: m-p

Adverbials are the same as in Experiment 1.
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